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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 

We are, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO.,, Inc. 


405 N. Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in 
official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin 
diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect 
especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation 
of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 


A Complete Course in 


PRACTICAL NURSING 


Lectures and Demonstrations by Medical and Surgical Staffs 
Bedside Instruction, Room and Ward Experience, Operating Room Training 


Course Extends Over Two Years 
Opened February First, 1925 


For further information address: SISTER SUPERIOR, 
St. Margaret’s Hospital, Kansas City, KANSAS 











Wanted: A good farm hand who can take care of cows. 
Address: “TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY,” Clyde, Missouri 





From Salt Lake City: ‘‘Kindly send me Back Numbers of Tabernacle and 
Purgatory. J should like to distribute them. Each time I order from your rich 
store of treasures, | always find something especially suited for me in the few 
sheets from back numbers you use for wrapping. How wonderful is God! How 
His Spirit guides and leads, if we only ask!’’ 

Back numbers mailed on request at 6 cents each or five for 25 cents. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 

Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. 

P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England $1.25 
Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the po&t office at Clyde, 
Missouri, under the A& of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing 
at special rate of postage provided for in seétion 1103, A& of O&ober 3, 1917, 
authorized July 17, 1918. 








Premiums for NEW Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


Choose One Premium 
22a 


For One New A highly blest small cocoa rosary and a gilt Jubilee 
Subscription Medal of St. Benedict. The magnificent picture of 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, size 16 x 22. 

A beautiful picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias, size 16 x 21 or 16 x 25. 








eas 


For Two New The “Golden Book,” a complete prayer-book dedicated 
Subscriptions to the Heavenly Mother and containing the treatise of 








Blessed de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary,” red 
edges, cloth binding, 448 pages. A beautiful picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 


size 15 x 22. 
oo 


For Three New “The Blessed Virgin Library” - A veritable Treasure 





Subscriptions House of precious jewels — Eight most charming and 





inspiring booklets in honor of Our Lady. “The Last 
Supper”, size 19x32; the original is considered the greatest masterpiece of 
Christian Art; this picture should be in every home. 




















eS a 
For Four New “The Golden Book”, leather binding, red edges; a 
Subscriptions complete prayer-book, containing the treatise of BI. 
de Montfort on “True Devotion to Mary.” 
2a? a> 
For Six New A highly blest Jubilee medal of St. Benedict, heavily 
Subscriptions gold plated, on chain or on a bar. A fine gold chain 
rosary, warranted 10 years. 
22D 
For Ten New An artistic oval bead, gold chain rosary, warranted 
Subscriptions 10 years. 
ODDO 


Dear reader, try to secure for yourself one or more of these beautiful pre- 
miums by gaining new subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory”. You will 
feel well repaid for your efforts, and in addition you perform a God-pleasing work 
which He will once generously reward in eternity. 




















Far away from the Holy City and its magnificent temple, the Holy Family was obliged to flee into Egypt. 
Countless were the sacrifices they brought in that heathen country. In their poor dwelling, St. Joseph worked 
at his carpenter's trade to earn a livelihood, and the Blessed Virgin spun or wove tapestry. Amid all these 
hardships, the supreme delight of Mary and Joseph was the Divine Child. One glance at Jesus repaid them for 
all their labor, So amiable was the Child Jesus that He won all hearts. He attracted the little children to 
play with Him, and then would speak to them of the true God. A pretty legend says that the children would 
beg their mothers to take them to ‘Mary's little Boy."’ The intention to do all for Jesus, as did Mary and 
Joseph, will lighten all our toil. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 








A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.25. 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. Francis Gilfillan, D. D. 
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The Holy Eucharist, Our Salvation 





#3] URING the reign of the Roman Emperor Justinian 
527,—the city of Antioch was repeatedly threat- 
ened by violent shocks of earthquakes. People 
found no other means of safety than by inscribing 
on their doors the words which were revealed to 
a faithful servant of God: “Christus nobiscum; 
state. — Christ is with us; stand firm.” All the houses whose 
doors bore this inscription were preserved from the ruin which 
threatened them, whilst the others were shattered and crushed. 

It is similar with souls who love and serve God. Amid a 
godless world there is but one means of preservation against 
eternal ruin, one means of perseverance in the great tribulations 
of life: faithful adherence to the Most Blessed Sacrament, to 
the God-man concealed beneath the form of bread. The words, 
“Jesus Christ is with me; stand firm,” should be engraven in the 
heart of every Christian. Protected by this shield, the servants 
of God will remain firm in the faith, though all about them 
totter and tumble. 

Our devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament must be true 
and tender; it must show itself by our assisting at Holy Mass 
not only on Sundays, but also on week days so far as the duties 
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of our state allow. Above all, our love for Jesus in the Holy 
Eucharist must manifest itself by a frequent reception of Holy 
Communion, by little visits to the “Prisoner in the Tabernacle,” 
and by a penetrating faith in this Mystery of Love. In a word, 
our life must be a life in Christ, rooted in the Holy Eucharist. 
With St. Ignatius we must be able to say: “To withdraw 
from creatures and repose with Jesus in the Tabernacle is my 
delight; there I hide myself and seek rest. There I find a life 
which I cannot describe, a joy which I cannot make others 
comprehend, a peace such as is found only under the hospitable 
roof of our best Friend. Jesus in the Tabernacle protects me 
against all my enemies: against the evil spirit, the world, my 
own wicked passions and evil inclinations. He is my support 
in weakness, my comfort in suffering, my weapon in combat, 
refreshment in heat, food for my hungry soul, my stimulus 
when I am exhausted — He is my heaven on earth. Jesus in 
the Tabernacle is my riches in poverty, my defense in calamity, 
my crown in misfortune. Jesus in the Tabernacle is my God 
and my all!” 


Heaven on Earth 


Through the Blessed Sacrament earth is made, in very 
deed, a vestibule of heaven. The supreme happiness of heaven 
consists in possessing God. The blessed behold God face to 
face, they know Him, they love Him and are most intimately 
united with Him. According to the Prophet Ezechiel the name 
of the new holy city of heaven and the name of the Church on 
earth shall be, God is there! (xlviii. 35.) In the same sense 
St. John writes: “Behold the tabernacle of God with men, and 
He will dwell with them. And they shall be His people and 
God Himself with them shall be their God” (Apoc. xxi. 3). 

It would, indeed, be something great if a seraph or a saint 
would dwell among us in the Blessed Sacrament; but how we 
should marvel at the love of a God who dwells among us in 
so condescending a manner! God revealed His presence in the 
Ark of the Covenant by listening to the prayers of the Jews 
and granting them many graces and favors, but He did not 
reveal Himself with that real and personal presence which He 
accords us in the Blessed Sacrament. Oh, let us appreciate this 
unspeakable happiness! On the first Sunday of Lent in the 
year 1585, St. Teresa appeared to Father Jerome Gratian and 
said to him: “We in heaven and you on earth must be alike 
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in purity and love; we in perfect enjoyment, and you in suffering. 
What we in heaven do before the Divine Reality, that, you on 
earth must do before the Blessed Sacrament. Announce this 
to all my daughters.” 

Blessed Crescentia of Kaufbeuren often said: “Two things 
constitute my heaven on earth: The holy will of God and 
the Most Blessed Sacrament.” Heaven is communion with the 
angels and saints, especially with the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
In the Blessed Sacrament we come in closest relation with 
the angels and saints, for we possess the God before whom 
the angels veil their faces and sing their Sanctus, sanctus, 
sanctus ! — Holy, holy, holy! — the God whom they reverently 
surround in every Tabernacle where He is present, prompted 
by a holy emulation to share in the happiness of men. And 
what must be said of Holy Communion! Yes! the Bread of 
angels has become the food of pilgrims, as St. Thomas writes 
in his Lauda Sion. 

Oh, what a heaven the saints found on earth in their ardent 
devotion to the Most Blessed Sacrament! The saints have 
experienced that to none is Jesus so lavish of His sensible 
graces as to those who have a fervent devotion to the Blessed 
Sacrament. The lives of the saints are replete with instances 
which give testimony to this truth. What sighs of love, what 
sweet tears and raptures, what floods of delight and consolation 
felicitated their souls when they celebrated or approached the 
Sacred Mysteries! Many saints received Holy Communion 
from the hands of angels, others lived for years without other 
food than the Holy Eucharist. In truth, there is no place where 
our Divine Savior is more generous than upon the altar, where 
He makes the sweetness of His presence and of His gifts more 
susceptible, for it is His delight to be with the children of 
men. Oh, let us foster a tender devotion to the Holy Eucharist; 
let us seek this “heaven on earth;” but this heaven we will find 
only if we despise the pleasures of the world and surrender 
ourselves without reserve to Jesus. 


; $ t 


Come, Let Us Adore! 
Two hours of adoration extracted from the ‘‘Adoration Book of the 
Bl. Sacrament.” 1. Praise of the Loving Heart of Jesus. 2. Atone- 
ment to the Outraged Heart of Jesus. 10 cts. 
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The Nativity of Christ is Renewed 
in Holy Mass 





Joy of the Heavens at the Renewal of the 
Birth of Christ 


HE joy which the heavens experience at the re- 
newal of the birth of Christ in Holy Mass is 
beyond the comprehension of human intellect; 
it requires the intelligence of angels, for only 

4, the angels behold daily the inexpressible delight 
which the offering of Holy Mass creates in 
heaven. Although we cannot comprehend the joy of the Most 

Blessed Trinity, we know from the teachings of Faith that all 

the happiness of the Triune God is centered in Himself, and that 

each Divine Person imparts His happiness to the others. Of 
the Son of God, the uncreated Wisdom, Holy Scripture says: 

“He is the brightness of eternal light, and the unspotted 

Mirror of God’s Majesty, and the image of His goodness” 
(Wis. vii. 26). This Mirror has shone before the eyes of the 

Heavenly Father from all eternity; in it He is reflected most 

clearly; in it He takes infinite pleasure, for in this Mirror He 

saw, still sees, and will forever see what a sublime, rich and 
immense, what an all-powerful, all-wise, and all-praiseworthy 

Lord He is and will remain for all eternity. This self-knowl- 

edge and the constant beholding of this Divine Mirror is a 

genuine and infinitely perfect happiness, so much so, that if 
it were the only joy of the Heavenly Father, He would still be 

perfectly happy through all eternity. 
This pure, immaculate Mirror was placed before Him in 

a new form by the gracious Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

By the accomplishment of the Incarnation the Divine Mirror 

was clothed with the garb of humanity and decked with the 

excellence of all virtues and perfections. Humanly speaking, 
the Heavenly Father received an increase of happiness at 
the birth of His Son when He gazed into this bright Mirror, 
and He imparted His joy to the whole celestial court. The 
angelic spirits, overflowing with heavenly bliss sang in tones 
sweeter than had ever been heard on earth, a hymn that filled 
the shepherds with heavenly rapture. With this Gloria in 
excelsis, the angels floated down to Bethlehem’s plains, pros- 
trated themselves before the new-born Infant in the crib, and 
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adored in profound reverence His transcending Divinity. 

All that took place on the first Christmas night, takes 
place daily in all Holy Masses, during which the Incarnate 
Son of God becomes man anew in the hands of the priest and 
is brought forth by his lips. The words of Consecration do 
not create a new Christ, nor do they multiply His Person; it 
is only His personal presence which is multiplied, and whereas 
before His Humanity was not, It row becomes present. True, 
it is but one Christ, and remains one Christ — still, He becomes 
really present not only spiritually, but also corporally, and is 
present as long as the Sacred Species remain intact. 


Delight of the Heavenly Father 


The Heavenly Father is not only filled with delight in 
beholding this Divine Mirror, but the Mirror Itself, which is 
His living and beloved Son, loves Him with filial devotedness 
and rejoices Him in an unspeakable manner. The sweet felicity 
which the Divinity receives from the Humanity of Jesus Christ 
exceeds all the beatitude and glory which is rendered It by 
the praise of the angels, the honor of the saints, and the 
service of pious souls on earth; for only the most excellent 
Humanity of Christ, united in one Person to the Divinity, and 
by this personal union divinized, is capable of honoring, loving 
and rejoicing God according to the dignity of His infinite 
Majesty. This may be seen from the words which our Lord 
addressed to St. Mechtilde: “I alone know and understand 
perfectly how I daily offer myself on the altar for the salvation 
of the faithful, and this I do in a manner which neither the 
cherubim nor seraphim nor any of the powers of heaven can 
fully comprehend.” Just as Christ alone understands this, so 
also He alone understands the manner in which worthily 
to praise and honor the infinite Deity, and He does this with 
so vehement a love that neither cherubim nor seraphim, 
nor any of the powers of heaven can fully understand, much 
less accomplish. Oh, who can express, who can explain the 
unspeakable, the ravishing delight which the Most Blessed 
Trinity receives, since Christ is daily offered in thousands of 
Holy Masses! 

Did people realize what a wonderful Mystery is each day wrought in Holy 
Mass, our churches would be crowded. No inconvenience would be too great for 
them to assist daily at the Adorable Sacrifice. Young and old will learn to appre- 
ciate Holy Mass by reading the two booklets: God Himself Our Sacrifice and Tn 
the Splendor of the Morning $un. Each 10 cents. 
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Pope St. Gregory VII on Frequent Holy 
Communion and Devotion to Mary 


r A DS S| OPE Gregory VII whose feast the Church cele- 
& mas | brates on May 25th, occupied the Chair of St. 
ag FAX Peter from 1073— 1085. His name is well known 
Cis) from the struggle of the Papacy at that time 
Kemet) against the German Emperor Henry IV. During 

this conflict, the Vicar of Christ found a true 
supporter in the excellent Mathilde of Tuscany in Northern 
Italy. She was the only princess who, with all her power and 
influence, supported the rights of the Vicar of Christ. Inthe © 
following letter the Pope tries to impart to her somewhat of 
his own spirit, of his own devotion to the Most Blessed Sac- 
rament and of his love for the Heavenly Mother. 

“Gregory, Bishop and servant of the servants of God, to 
his beloved daughter in Christ, Mathilde: Greeting and Apos- 
tolic Benediction. 

“I have, on a former occasion, placed weapons into your 
hands against the prince of this world and have shown you 
that the frequent reception of the Body of Christ is your 
surest preservative; at the same time I admonished you most 
earnestly to consecrate yourself entirely to the Blessed Virgin. 
In this letter I would quote St. Ambrose’s declarations regarding 
Holy Communion. In his fifth book on the sacraments, he says 
among other things: ‘As often as we announce the death of 
the Lord, we announce the forgiveness of our sins; as often as 
Christ’s Blood flows upon the altar, it flows for the forgiveness 
of sin. Therefore I must always receive Holy Communion in 
order that I may always obtain the forgiveness of my sins; and 
because my soul is always sick, it is always in need of med- 
icine. Daily you require food — then daily receive what you 
need, but live in a manner that you may deserve to receive 
Holy Communion daily. He who is not worthy to approach 
the Holy Table every day, will not be prepared to do so after 
a year. You know that in every Holy Mass the death and 
resurrection of our Lord are renewed for the forgiveness of 
sin, and will you not daily receive this Food? He who is 
wounded seeks a healing remedy. Our wound is sin; the 
healing remedy is the Most Holy, the Most Heavenly Sacrament.’ 
“In the same sense Pope Gregory the Great speaks in his 
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fourth Book of Dialogues: ‘We must thoroughly despise the 
world with all its fleeting pleasures, and every day offer to 
God the sacrifice of our contrite tears and the Body and Blood 
of the Lord; for it is, above all, in this Holy Sacrifice that the 
death of the only-begotten Son of God is renewed, and there- 
by saves us from eternal death. It is true, Christ has risen 
from the dead and dies no more; death has no power over 
Him; still the same Savior who is now in heaven incapable of 
suffering and death, is again offered for us in this holy, mystical 
oblation; for here His Sacred Body is received, His Flesh is 
administered for the salvation of the faithful, His Blood flows, 
not on the hands of unbelievers, but into the hearts of the 
faithful. Let us, then, consider well what a Sacrifice we have 
in Holy Mass! The sufferings of Christ are here renewed 
without intermission for the forgiveness of our sins. Or what 
Catholic heart would doubt that, at the time of Holy Mass, at 
the word of the priest, heaven is opened, legions of angels 
assist at the Divine Mysteries, the Supreme Lord stoops down 
to the least of His creatures, heaven and earth become one, and 
the visible and invisible are united.’ 

“St. John Chrysostom, too, addresses his converts thus:— 
‘Behold how Christ, the Bridegroom, unites Himself with the 
soul! Yes, look upon the satiating Bread with which Christ 
feeds you! He Himself is the essence, the nourishing strength 
of this Food. As a mother with tender love satisfies her 
child, so does Christ feed with His own Blood those who are 
born again in holy baptism. For,’ writes the same holy teacher 
to a monk called Theodore, ‘our nature is frail; it is easily 
injured, but by this Holy Sacrament it is also easily restored. 
Easily it falls, but easily it likewise rises.’ 

“Hence, we must hasten to this Holy Sacrament; we must 
desire for this unfailing remedy. For this reason I wanted to 
write you these lines, that your faith and your confidence in 
the reception of the Body of Christ should ever increase. Not 
gold, not precious stones do I give you, but treasures and gifts 
such as your soul desires out of love for our Heavenly Father. 

“But what shall I say to you of the Mother of God to 
whom I have recommended you in a special manner, and now 
again recommend and will recommend you until. our longing 
to see her face to face is fulfilled! What shall I say of Mary, 
since heaven and earth praise her unceasingly, and yet praise 
her insufficiently! Of this be assured: the more Mary surpasses 
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all mothers in dignity, goodness and sanctity, the more gracious 

and merciful she is toward penitent sinners. Break, then, with 

all attachment to sin: cast yourself upon your knees in humility 

and contrition at her feet to pour out your contrite heart, and 

I promise you with certainty: no earthly mother is so tender 

and affectionate toward her child as Mary toward you. 
“Given at Rome this 18th day of April, 1074.” 


+ + + 
? ? ? 


Visits to Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament 
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E are told by St. Alphonsus Liguori, that our Divine 
Savior requested St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi to 
“4 ») fm visit Him thirty-three times each day, and the 
S\4a29) faithful spouse obeyed so precisely that she also 
strove to go as near as possible to the altar. Oh, 
that the saints might tell us what treasures of grace they 
received during those visits! St. Francis of Assisi hastened to 
the Blessed Sacrament in all his difficulties. St. Francis Xavier 
spent entire nights before the Tabernacle after having preached 
all day. King Wenceslaus visited our Lord seven times daily, 
and all the saints have found exceedingly great happiness in 
these visits. 

It is much to be regretted that many, even pious souls, 
consider visits to the church on week days as a loss of time 
or idleness. What blindness! And yet, how many hours are 
wasted in doing useless things, in gossip, even in sinful pleasures. 
Certainly, these visits must not prevent our discharging our 
duties; but love is inventive and will generally find at least 
a few spare moments for a short visit. Be assured, the time 
which you spend in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will 
be of the greatest profit to you in life and in death; you 
may even acquire more merit thereby than by all the other 
actions of the day. 

Would a beggar who has a generous relative hesitate to 
take time to visit him if the relative wished to give him rich 
presents at every visit? Is it not similar in regard to visits to 
our Lord in the Tabernacle? Is not Jesus present in the Holy 
Eucharist to impart to us most liberally all the riches of His 
Divine Heart, and to grant us all the graces we ask? Even 
though we should lose a few moments from our work or 
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pleasure, let us be convinced that we will receive a thousand- 
fold in return; for on God’s blessing depends all, especially in 
our times of social decay. How many temporal advantages 
we can obtain from God! How many losses, how many mis- 
fortunes and sicknesses He will avert! For this reason, dear 
readers, pay a visit to Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament every 
day, at least in spirit, even if your motive is none other than 
your own interest. 

Oh, what an enjoyment it is to speak confidentially with 
our Lord, to present to Him all our wishes and intentions, to 
make reparation to Him for all the sins of the world and to 
pour out our heart in protestations of love! He dwells here 
for the purpose of manifesting His love for us, and He will 
never be outdone in generosity. But why all these words? — 
“O taste and see that the Lord is sweet!” (Ps. xxiii. 9.) 


.. 47 3 
True Devotion to Mary 


According to Blessed Grignon de Montfort 





Archangel Gabriel to the Blessed Virgin Mary 
before the conception of the Son of God, and we 
know with what sentiments the Blessed Virgin 
responded. But do we realize the importance of 
this great mystery for us? 

Jesus Christ became man at the moment when Mary 
said, Be it done to me according to thy word. The Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, omnipotence, wisdom 
and love like the Father, descended into the womb of Mary 
to enter this world through her, and only through her. St. 
Augustine, the great doctor of the Church, says of this un- 
speakable mystery, “The world was not worthy to receive the 
Son of God directly from the hands of the Father. The Heavenly 
Father, therefore, gave Him to the Immaculate Mother of 
God, that the world might receive Him from her hands. The 
Holy Ghost overshadowed His Spouse and by Divine operation 
formed in her Jesus Christ, but only after He had obtained her 
consent through one of His highest messengers.” 

“It is then through Mary that the salvation of the world 
was effected, and through Mary it will be completed,” writes 
Blessed Grignon de Montfort. The salvation of the whole world 
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came through Mary, and likewise the salvation of each indi- 
vidual soul. God ordains all according to measure and purpose. 
The manner in which He accomplishes His eternal plans is of 
the greatest significance. Should then the way which Jesus took 
to come into this world be of little consequence to us? This 
way was Mary. 


Through Mary to Jesus 


Now, if we wish to reach Jesus, our goal, let us take the 
same way to Him that He took to us. This way leads without 
fail to our Savior. Through Mary to Jesus. 

True, the Mother of God is a creature like ourselves; but 
she bears this distinction, that she is untainted by the guilt of 
original sin. It is Mary’s most ardent desire to bring us very 
near to her Divine Son, that, like her, we may profoundly 
comprehend the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Perhaps you may ask, dear reader, “How shall I go to Jesus 
through Mary?” Blessed Grignon de Monfort will give you the 
most definite answer: By a perfect surrender of self to Mary, 
and through her to Jesus. Consecrate yourself, body and 
soul, to the Mother of God, give her gladly and cheerfully the 
value of all the good works you have already performed and 
may yet perform, that the Heavenly Queen may dispose of them 
at will, solely for the glory of God. Strive to do all through 
Mary, with Mary, in Mary and for Mary. 

You do all through Mary if you allow yourself to be guided 
by her spirit, if you renounce your own will and follow her 
inspirations which you will perceive in your inmost soul. Often 
say in childlike simplicity and in a spirit of abnegation, “I 
renounce myself and give myself to thee, my dear Mother.” 

You do all with Mary if in all your works you look up to 
Mary who is the perfect model of every virtue and of all 
sanctity. Imprint the image of the Blessed Virgin deeply upon 
your heart. 

You live and labor in Mary if your prayers and works are 
good not only exteriorly, but are animated by the sublime 
motives of the most pure Heart of Mary. Too many of our 
works are tainted by a desire for our own honor, by vanity and 
selflove and hence, can have no claim to a reward from God. 
In order to avoid these snares, do all: 

For Mary. Be unconcerned about your own profit, your 
own honor, your own happiness. Your sole desire and happiness 
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should be the honor of Jesus and His holy Mother. Yes, such 
good souls would be willing to serve Jesus and Mary even if 
they would not receive a reward in heaven. “Hallowed be God 
in the temple of the glorious Virgin!” May all serve to the 
honor of God in union with the glorious Virgin. Through 
Mary to Jesus! 

De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary, In clear, simple language, “True Devotion 


to Mary” is explained and practices in honor of the Blessed Virgin described in 
this booklet. 10 cts. each. 


t t t 


More Prayer! 





Good Intention 


| LL our actions, even the most trivial become 
| meritorious for heaven if we perform them with 
the intention to honor God. We must make a 
| good intention in the morning and renew it 
4 frequently during the day. It is the intention 
that determines the value of a good work. This 
we learn from the kiss of Judas; the kiss, a sign of most inti- 
mate friendship, became, in consequence of his evil intention, 
the most vile act of perfidy. And the “two mites” which the 
poor widow cast into the treasury were, because of her good 
intention, of more value in God’s sight than all the offerings 
of the rich. A prince when entering a city may feel quite 
indifferent to the flowers which are strewn ceremoniously in 
his path; what pleases him in this action is the expression of 
love and loyalty displayed by his subjects. The very same 
holds good with regard to the various actions which we perform 
during the day. If God sees that we have the intention to 
honor Him thereby, He is honored, and imputes these actions 
as good works. We can, then, easily perform hundreds of good 
works every day. 

In ancient times there were people who spent incredible sums 
of money and underwent untold hardships to find the so-called 
“philosopher’s stone.” This stone was believed to possess the 
quality of changing iron and other inferior metal into gold. 
It is needless to say that their search was in vain. But for 
the Christian there is actually such a stone; namely, the good 
intention, for by it we can change the most insignificant works 
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into gold for eternity. It is related that Midas, king of 
Persia, asked his gods for the “golden touch.” The Christian 
can, indeed, transform all into gold by the good intention to 
do all for the honor of God; thereby his actions truly become 
golden and Divine; that is, valuable and meritorious before 
God. 
An artist was asked to design a picture that should rep- 
resent the good intention. He painted a child who was writing 
a long series of naughts (000000..... ). Beside the child he 
placed the guardian angel who wrote the figure one before 
the naughts (1000000..... ) Beneath the picture, the artist 
placed this inscription: “The Good Intention.” The painter 
wished to imply: “The words and works of men which are 
not performed for God have no value before Him; they are as 
so many naughts for eternity. But as soon as they are pre- 
ceded by the good intention, that is, the view of pleasing God 
they acquire a high value before God, just as the series of 
naughts by the figure one.” 

We should, then, immediately on awaking, make a good 
intention. For this purpose we may use the ejaculation of 
St. Ignatius Loyola, All for the glory of God; or an ejaculation 
such as, All for Thee, O Sacred Heart. 

It is well to recite such a little prayer frequently during 
the day. St. Thomas of Aquin says, “It is not necessary to 
make the good intention at each action; it suffices to renew 
it now and then.” 


Our Vocation is to Glorify God 


The whole world, heaven and earth is created for the 
glory of God. We, His creatures, are in this world to glorify 
God, and we should never lose sight of our high vocation. 
The motto of the Benedictine Order is: “Ut in omnibus glo- 
rificetur Deus, — That in all things God may be glorified.” 
St. Clement Hofbauer besought our Lord to accept every one 
of his steps, every beat of his heart and every breath as a 
prayer and a hymn of praise. 

If, then, in the sight of God, the value of our daily actions 
depends on the good intention, it follows, that the labor of 
the least of men is frequently of more value than the valiant 
deeds of heroes whose achievements are recorded in history. 
Many a name which is now prominent in the encyclopedia 
will attract very little notice on God’s record. 











He lived from 


St. Clement Hofbauer was a member of the Redemptorist Order. 
1751 to 1821. His apostolate especially among the young in Vienna, Austria, was 


blessed with remarkable fruit. One of the favorite practices of piety which he recom- 
mended was ejaculatory prayers. He likewise signalized himself by fervent devotion 
to the Blessed Sacrament, to the Mother of God and the Holy Rosary. 
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A laybrother, whose occupation was to sweep the monas- 
tery, had read a book composed by a learned religious. Once, 
the humble brother happened to meet this priest, and said: 
“Your Reverence will receive a great reward in heaven for 
the beautiful books you write.” 

“My dear brother,” answered the priest in his humility, 
“on the day of judgment, my books and your brooms will 
have the same value. And if your intention when sweeping 
was more pleasing to God than mine in writing these books, 
you will receive the greater reward in heaven and will be 
exalted above me.” 


$ ¢ ¢ 


St. Catherine of Ricci 
Feast, February 3d 





™) T. Catherine of Ricci was a descendant of a distin- 
guished family of Florence, Italy, and was born in 
the year 1522. Her mother died when Catherine 
was a mere baby, and the child was taken to a 
convent in Montecelli where she had a cousin in 
religion, and where she received her education. On returning 
to her father’s house, Catherine omitted none of the pious 
practices which she had acquired at the convent. Nevertheless, 
the temptations to which she was exposed induced her to 
renounce the world entirely. She entered the convent of the 
Dominicans at Prato in Toscana where she took the veil at the 
early age of fourteen years. In the beginning of her religious 
life, her patience was put to a severe test by painful illness, 
but she remained firm. Her mortifications were most rigorous. 

Contemplation of our Divine Savior in His bitter Passion 
and in the Sacrament of His Love was her dearest occupation. 
For this our Lord bestowed on her His special favors. She 
had an instinctive feeling of the presence of her Divine Bride- 
groom in the Holy Eucharist which never deceived her. Once 
on a Good Friday after the altars had been divested and the 
Tabernacle left open, she experienced a certainty that, Jesus 
was still there and remained kneeling in profound adoration. 
The superioress noticed this and drew Catherine’s attention 
to the fact that the Blessed Sacrament had been removed. 
Catherine then called out in a loud voice: “Art Thou not here, my 
Well-Beloved?” whereupon Jesus answered: “I am here, dearest 
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spouse!” And so it proved. On the day previous, the priest 
had left several consecrated Hosts far back in the Tabernacle 
for the sick. 

Upon her entrance into the convent, Catherine had sought 
vainly to obtain the con‘essor’s permission to receive Holy 
Communion frequently. In great humility and in loving words 
she comp'ained to her Divine Spouse and entreated Him most 
earnestly to help her attain her heart’s desire. Soon after, her 
wish was granted and she was permitted to approach the Holy 
Table daily. By this Catherine teaches pious souls what they 
must do if they are restrained from frequent Holy Communion. 
Many a time she was rapt in ecstacy before Holy Communion 
and beheld Jesus in the form of a charming Infant. 

In the year 1542 on the Sunday within the octave of Corpus 
Christi, but one Holy Mass was offered in the Sisters’ convent, 
and this was celebrated by an aged priest who, on account of 
his infirmity, was not permitted to distribute Holy Communion. 
Catherine was inconsolable on this account and besought Jesus 
to spare her this privation. Scarcely had she entered the 
church, when she beheld our Divine Savior in place of the 
aged priest at the altar, robed in the vestments of a high-priest 
and assisted by numerous saints. Catherine knelt motionless, her 
eyes fixed on the altar. At the moment of the Consecration 
she saw, instead of the Sacred Host, a beautiful Child which 
lovingly blessed all the sisters present. When the time for 
Holy Communion arrived, Catherine, still in holy rapture, 
approached the Communion railing, for she beheld our Lord 
advance to give her the Bread of Heaven. Meanwhile, the 
superioress, touched by Catherine’s ardent longing, had obtained 
for the aged priest the prior’s permission to administer Holy 
Communion to Catherine. At the same instant the heavenly 
apparition vanished and the saint received Holy Communion 
from the hand of the priest. 

The moments after Holy Communion were “heaven on 
earth” for Catherine. “Then the glory of God shone round 
about her,” says the bull of her canonization, “and those who 
came near her observed a bright light surrounding her body. 
Frequently she was seen raised above the ground and remained 
thus for some time.” 

To the utter amazement of the sisters, and for their spiritual 
advancement, God revealed their interior state to Catherine, 
after she had become prioress. She saw especially their dis- 











306 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


positions when they approached Holy Communion. The Blessed 
Sacrament was the source of countless graces; from It she 
obtained a powerful influence over others. Her father was at 
variance with his brother. She reminded him that Holy Com- 
munion which he had received Easter morning was the bond 
of love and union, and that he would not be allowed to receive 
again until he had made peace with his brother. To her great 
joy and satisfaction, this was done. Prince Philip Salviate had 
undertaken to build a convent church for her. She congratu- 
lated him that he was doing a work most pleasing to heaven, 
for he was erecting a dwelling for God wherein He would be 
ever present, and where He would be glorified day and night. 

When. the hour of death approached, she received Holy 
Communion kneeling, with indescribable devotion, having pre- 
viously made a solemn profession of faith in this Mystery. 
Then she breathed forth her pure soul on the feast of Candlemas, 
1590. She was canonized in the year 1746 by Pope Benedict XIV. 


+ t t 


The Unknown Acolyte 





A priest of Paris who resided a short distance from the 


church of St. Roche, was accustomed to offer Holy Mass in 
that church at daybreak. One morning in the year 1771, as 


he went to the altar, he looked in vain for an altar boy to 
serve him at the sublime Sacrifice. A stranger in simple but 
faultless attire stepped forward and offered to take the place 
of his acolyte. The priest accepted the proffered services of 
which the stranger acquitted himself perfectly. Having finished 
his usual thanksgiving after Mass, the priest invited the stranger 
to inspect a charitable institution which he was building not 
far from the church. The stranger acceded and accompanied 
him. He admired all that he saw and seemed deeply affected 
and keenly interested. When he bade farewell, he pressed into 
the priest’s hand “a remembrance of his visit,” as he expressed 
it. — The priest was the famous Abbe Charles Michael de 
l’Epee, who at his own expense erected the first institute for 
deaf-mutes in France, in the year 1760, and the unkown acolyte 
proved to be the Emperor of Austria whose gift to Abbe de 
l’Epee was a diamond-set snuff box containing his portrait. 
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Jesus is Met by His Blessed Mother 


The above picture shows the fourth station in our beautiful 
Way of the Cross. Every picture in this artistic set of Stations 
is a sermon, which powerfully moves the soul to devotion and 
compassion for our Suffering Savior. Each station is accom- 
panied by a touching meditation and prayer. With this Station 
Book it is easy to pray the Stations at home or in church. 


A second Edition of the ‘‘Way of the Cross’’ is just off the 
press. Beautiful frontispiece of our Savior’s thorn-crowned 
Head. Has a durable dark cover. Order at once for Lent. 
Price 30 cents postpaid. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Infinite Mercy of God, Motive 
of Our Confidence 





HE motive of steadfast, unshaken confidence in God 
m4 is the same for just and for sinners; namely, the 
infinite mercy of God. What a loving father is to 
his children, that the good God is to man. Were 
we to pour the love of all the angels and saints into 
one heart, it would be but a drop out of the ocean of the 
infinite love of God for man. “God is charity,” says the disciple 
of love (1 John iv. 16), and He has loved us with an everlasting 
love. From all eternity we were the object of His thoughts 
and the decrees of His mercy. When man, by sin, forfeited 
all the goods which Divine generosity had destined for him, 
God loved him even more lavishly than before, so that He 
delivered His only-begotten Son, the object of His eternal 
beatitude, to a most painful death to redeem sinful mankind: 
“For God so loved the world as to give His only-begotten Son” 
(John iii. 16). Nothing manifests God’s love and mercy for 
man more clearly than the dolorous Passion and death of 
Jesus Christ. 

Blessed Teresa of the Child Jesus, a Carmelite nun of 
France, who died in the year 1897, is a striking example of 
how we should practice trust and confidence in God. The 
fame of her sanctity and of the miracles with which God 
glorifies her has spread over the whole world. She was a 
soul of trust and confidence, and it seems God has sent her 
to us in our own sad times for the very purpose of inspiring 
men with confidence in His mercy. On account of her great 
confidence, God bestowed on her marvelous graces so that, in 
a short time she became a seraph of love. Through her inter- 
cession, streams of graces flow down upon the earth, and it 
was promised to her that they will flow to the end of time. 
Thus God rewards her love and confidence. In her autobiog- 
raphy, written under holy obedience, she says: — 

“It is not because I have been preserved from mortal sin 
that I mount to God on the wings of trust and love. Nay, I 
feel that I should not lose a whit of my confidence, even had 
I on my conscience every crime it is possible to commit. With 
a heart that sorrow had broken I should throw myself into 
my Savior’s arms. I know that the prodigal child is dear to 
Him; I have heard His words to Mary Magdalen, to the 
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adulteress, to the Samaritan woman. No one can frighten me, 
for in so far as His love and mercy are concerned, I know 
upon what to rely. I know that the multitude of sins would 
disappear in the twinkling of an eye, even as a drop of water 
cast into a flaming furnace. 

“In the lives of the Fathers of the desert it is told how 
one of them converted a public sinner whose wicked deeds 
had been the scandal of a whole country. This sinful woman, 
touched by grace, followed the saint into the desert, there to 
perform rigorous penance. But on the first night of the 
journey, before even reaching her place of retirement, the bonds 
that bound her to earth were severed by the vehemence of 
her loving contrition. The holy man at that instant saw her 
soul borne by angels into the bosom of God.” 

This shows how God receives the repentant sinner. Never 
should the thoughts of our sins weaken our confidence. If 
we are sincerely sorry for our sins, confess them and do 
penance for them, our soul becomes white as snow. Only 
those will find the gates of God’s mercy barred against them 
who fail to do penance and who even sin against the mercy 
of God. 


$ $ t 


Words of Our Divine Savior to 
Sister Benigna Consolata 





oe N the 30th of May, 1903, our Lord said to Sister 
/ as sj) Benigna Consolata: “Only he will be lost who wills 
aYatz<y A) it, and who rejects all My efforts and all the loving 
endeavors of My grace to bring him back to the 
right path. The whole secret of sanctity is con- 
tained in these two words: self-distrust and confidence. 
Always distrust self; but do not stop there. Immediately ascend 
by confidence in God, because if I am kind to all, I am goodness 
itself to those who trust in Me. Knowest thou which souls 
enjoy My greatest blessings? Those who confide most in Me! 
Trusting souls steal My graces. Write then: The pleasure I 
take in a trusting soul is inexpressible!”’ 

On the 16th of June, 1915, our dear Lord again urged her 
most earnestly to have confidence. “But what I wish to impress 
on thee, O My Benigna, — I will express in a few words: A 
soul should never be afraid of God, because God is ever eager 
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to show to it His mercy, and the greatest pleasure for the 
Heart of thy Jesus is to lead as many sinners as possible to 
the Eternal Father. These are My glory, O Benigna! These 
are My jewels. I love poor sinners so much! Listen, O My 
bride, and write: If thou dost wish to give Me great pleasure, 
believe in My love! If thou dost wish to give Me more, 
believe more firmly in My love! If thou dost wish to give 
Me the greatest of all pleasures, place no limit to thy faith 
in My love!” 

During her retreat in June 1915, the Divine Bridegroom 
encouraged Benigna with these words: “Thy peace of heart 
in all thy actions has ravished My Heart; thou hast acted as 
a daughter of love... My Benigna, all that I operate in thee 
is directed toward establishing thee in peace. It is incredible 
how necessary it is to have peace if God is to operate without 
hindrance in the soul. Thou knowest that far more work is 
accomplished by uninterrupted labor. By this I do not say 
that I am no longer with thee when thy soul is disturbed, 
but I am, as it were, hidden and My voice is stifled.” 


+ + + 
? ? ? 


Orate Fratres 





After the offertory of the Mass, the priest says in a half 
audible voice: Orate Fratres, that is, “Pray, brethren, that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God the Father 
Almighty.” When saying these words, he turns round to the 
people as if to entreat them to pray for him and with him. 
The acolyte or altar boy in the name of the congregation re- 
sponds with the following prayer: “May the Lord receive the 
sacrifice from thy hands to the praise and glory of His Name, 
to our benefit and to that of all His Holy Church.” 

A priest was once speaking to the children of the prayers 
and usages at Holy Mass and asked, “Why does the priest 
say, ‘Pray brethren,’ and not ‘Pray, sisters?’ Instantly, little 
Joseph raised his hand and answered: “Because men need to 
be admonished to pray more than women; the women do it 
of their own accord.” 

Of course, the answer was, in itself not correct, and still, 
the little one’s assertion was in many cases only too true: the 
“men need to be admonished to pray more than women.” 
Men and boys, as a matter of fact, pray far less than women, 
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although they should be more zealous for prayer than women, 
because, as a rule, they are exposed to far greater dangers 
to their salvation and to far more serious temptations, and 
consequently are in need of more graces than women. Prayer 
is the great means to obtain the necessary graces. There- 
fore — “Pray, brethren!” 

“If I could stand on a high mountain so that I could be heard by the whole 
world I would cry out again and again: Pray! pray! pray!” Thus St. Teresa 
expresses the necessity of prayer. Friends have told us that “Prayer the Great 
Means of Grace” is one of the most helpful and inspiring of our many devotional 
booklets. Prayer, the Great Means of Grace, 10 cents per copy. 


- ¢ $ ¢ 


Consolation for the Poor Souls 





The Most Excellent Means 


~a|E can offer to God for the consolation of the poor 
N3 3 souls no more efficacious intercession than the 
wy) holy Sacrifice of the Mass. “The apostles did 
well,” says St. Chrysostom, “to insert the Me- 
mento for the dead in the celebration of the 
sublime Mysteries; they knew that the poor souls 
would reap great profit therefrom.” The same is taught by 
the angelic teacher, St. Thomas of Aquin, who says: “There 
is no other sacrifice by which the suffering souls are more 
speedily released from purgatory than by the holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass.” 

The Council of Trent declares: “There is a purgatory, and 
the souls detained therein are succored by the aid of the 
faithful, but especially by that most acceptable Sacrifice of 
the Altar.” 

“All good works together,” says the Blessed Cure of Ars, 
“do not counterbalance the Sacrifice of the Mass, for the former 
remain human works, but this is the work of God. Martyrdom 
cannot be compared with it; by martyrdom man offers himself 
for God, but in the Holy Mass God offers Himself for man; the 
Son of God offers Himself on our altars.” 

During Holy Mass the priest and the faithful present not 
only pray to God for the deliverance of the poor souls, but 
they also offer Him a most precious Gift and thus appease 
the justice of God. If we hear a Holy Mass for a certain poor 
soul and offer it to the just God, or if we have a Mass offered 
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for a soul, we thereby always pay a considerable part of the 
debt of that poor, captive soul; for what is the Gift offered in 
Holy Mass? It is the most holy, immaculate Humanity of 
Jesus Christ, the Humanity which is at the same time united 
to the Divinity, and hence, Christ Himself with all His Wounds 
and sufferings, with all His Precious Blood. 


The Child and the Storm at Sea 


It is related that the captain of a certain ship when once 
surprised by a storm at sea took a child into his arms, raised 
it toward heaven and promised God to consecrate it to His 
service if He would abate the tempest. Instantly the storm 
ceased. —If the innocence of a mere child has so great influence 
with God, what, then, will the perfect sanctity and immaculate 
purity of the Son of God effect? 

The measure of punishment cancelled by one Holy Mass 
is uncertain; for, although the fruits of the Holy Mass are 
infinite, the same as those of the sacrifice of the Cross, for the 
perpetual memorial of which Holy Mass was instituted, and 
although souls are released sometimes after one Holy Mass 
has been offered for them, still we may not conclude from this 
that it will suffice to have the holy Mysteries celebrated but 
once for each soul. St. Thomas of Aquin says: “Though the 
efficacy of Holy Mass is infinite, the application of it is limited 
by God and is in proportion to the zeal, devotion and prepa- 
ration of those who offer it, as well as and especially of those 
for whom it is offered.” 

It is customary in the Church for the faithful, to have 
many Holy Masses offered for their departed parents, children 
and relatives, according to their means and circumstances in 
order that the dear departed may not be exposed to the danger 
of being detained a long time in the painful flames of purgatory. 


The Gregorian Masses 


The practice of having thirty consecutive Masses, commonly 
called “The Gregorian Masses,” said for a deceased person, is 
not so widely known and adopted by the faithful as this 
beautiful and efficacious custom for the relief of the suffering 
souls deserves. Many will doubtless welcome information 
regarding their origin and power. 

In the “Book of Dialogues,” (Book iv. chap. 35), of St. 
Gregory, the holy Benedictine Abbot and later Pope, we read 
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of a religious named Justus who acknowledged on his deathbed 
that he had concealed a few gold coins. This act was against 
the established rule and a violation of the monk’s vow of pov- 
erty. St. Gregory, who was superior of the monastery at that 
time, ordered as a punishment for his transgression of the 
rule and as a wholesome warning for the other monks, that 
he should be buried with the money at his side outside the 
blessed ground. These orders were faithfully carried out. A 
month after the burial, Gregory secretly gave instructions to 
one of his priests to have a Mass offered for the deceased every 
day until he would order them to be discontinued. 

Justus had a brother, Copiosus, a physician who was living 
in the city. Ona certain day the soul of the departed appeared 
to this brother. Copiosus asked how he fared in the other 
world, and the soul answered: “Up to this time I have fared 
badly, but today I have been admitted to the communion of 
saints.” Copiosus informed Gregory of this apparition. The 
Masses that had been said for the repose of this soul were 
then counted and it was found that thirty had been offered. 
St. Gregory concludes with these words: “As the physician did 
not know what had been done for Justus at the monastery, and 
as the monks did not know of the apparition of the soul of the 
departed, and as this apparition coincided with the offering up 
of the Sacrifice of the Mass, it is evident that the soul was 
released through the efficacy of these thirty consecutive 
Masses.” 

St. Vincent Ferrer caused the Gregorian Masses to be said 
for his sister, and saw her delivered from purgatory by these 
Masses. 

In the record of the Blessed Gerard, S.J., we read that, in 
the time of Queen Elizabeth, he advised a pious widow in England 
to obtain for her deceased husband the offering of the Holy 
Mass during thirty days, according to the ancient custom of 
the English Catholics. 

Pope Benedict XIV commended this pious usage highly, 
and the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences declared that the 
confidence of the faithful, which holds that the offering of the 
Gregorian Masses have special effect in delivering a certain 
soul from purgatory, is pious and reasonable, and that the 
custom is approved of by the Church. 

It is, therefore, commendable that the faithful have the 
Gregorian Masses said for those whom they wish to deliver 
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from the pains of purgatory. It is necessary that the thirty 
Masses be said thirty days in succession without interruption, 
and each set of thirty Masses may be said for one individual 
deceased person only. * 


The Most Efficacious Means 


St. Jerome asserts that, when a Holy Mass is said for a 
poor soul, the soul does not suffer during the whole time the 
Adorable Sacrifice is being offered. The same teacher de- 
clares that during each Holy Mass many souls leave purgatory 
and enter heaven. 

St. Antonin relates that the sister of St. Thomas of Aquin 
appeared to her brother after her death and entreated him to 
say Holy Mass according to her intention. Having done so 
he saw the soul of his sister ascend into heaven. 

At the time of St. Bernard, a brother died at the monastery 
of Clairvaux and was sentenced to the pains of purgatory. He 
appeared to an aged priest of his monastery, revealed that he 
was in purgatory and begged that the priests would say Holy 
Mass for him. After a few days the deceased appeared again 
to the same priest, this time with a joyful countenance, and 
said, “I thank the Lord, our God, because I am now happy.” 

The priest asked, “How were you released?” 

“Come and see,” replied the deceased. Then he conducted 
the aged religious to the monastery church where at every 





*In this country it is very difficult, especially for parish 
priests, to accept Gregorian Masses, even monasteries are not 
anxious to accept such Masses. Monasteries and religious in- 
stitutions in Europe, particularly in Germany and Austria, suf- 
fer a great dearth of Mass stipends. They will receive Gregorian 
Masses most gratefully, begin the Masses promptly and con- 
scientiously offer the thirty consecutive Masses for the departed 
soul as requested. By sending Gregorian Masses to needy 
monasteries in Central Europe, the donor not only assists his 
loved ones with the powerful efficacy of these Masses, but like- 
wise draws upon himself God’s blessing in reward for his great 
charity. 

All Mass Intentions will be promptly forwarded to distressed 
European priests if sent to: 

Rev. P. Lukas, 0.S.B. or 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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altar stood a priest devoutly saying Holy Mass. “Behold, these 
are the weapons of tle grace of God,” he said, “whereby I 
have been delivered. This is the power of the mercy of God 
which remains invincible; this is that special Victim of sacrifice 
which takes away the sins of the world. Believe me, nothing 
is capable of resisting these weapons of grace, this Divine 
Victim of sacrifice but a hardened heart.” 


Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


Continued 





a N the year 1227 when St. Anthony visited Padua for 
the first time, the city was agitated by religious 
dissensions; schism and immorality had infected 
many. Nevertheless, the sermons of the saint were 
well attended and crowned with remarkable success. 
There were numbers of conversions, and a reformation of the 
corrupt morals was soon effected. The unction with which 
St. Anthony announced the word of God was simply over- 
powering. Heaven richly blessed his labors. Soon the fame 
of his sanctity and of his wonderful achievements spread 
throughout the cith and people flocked to hear him. 

Much of St. Anthony’s success was due to his austerities. 
One could not but perceive the severity with which he treated 
his body. He subdued it by prolonged and fervent prayer, by 
vigils and strict observance of holy poverty even in the most 
trifling things. Withal he was indefatigable in his labors for 
the salvation of souls, whether in hearing confessions, in 
refuting the heretics or in admonishing sinners to penance. 

For all this the people were deeply grateful, and they 
were filled with so great reverence for the saintly preacher 
that they begged him to write his sermons, that they might 
later again refresh their spirits therewith. Anthony gladly 
undertook this new task and during the first four months of 
his stay in Padua, he committed to writing twenty-three of his 
sermons. After his death this manuscript was treasured with 
reverent care, and on the feast of the saint was carried 
in procession. 

During Lent of the following year, 1228, Anthony preached 
the Lenten sermons in Padua. The custom of preaching on 
every day during Lent still exists in the cities of Italy.. If on 
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preceding occasions Anthony had proclaimed the word of 
God with so great power, we may infer with what zeal he 
exercised his apostolic ministry during these holy days of 
prayer and penance. As a consequence, his labors were 
blessed with the most salutary effects. Families, who tor 
years, had lived in deadly enmity, were reconciled at his word; 
persons who had been a scandal to the city now became models 
of penance; usurers made restitution of unlawful gains. 


St. Anthony a Great Lover of Those Who 
Give Alms 


At the present time St. Anthony has been destined by Divine 
Providence to provide bread for many poor children, religious 
and priests in stricken Germany where the people suffer terrible 
distress from famine and cold. Hundreds of thousands of chil- 
dren beg for bread. Thousands of nuns suffer utmost want of 
all the necessaries of life! Thousands of priests suffer extreme 
privation in food and clothing, and many are unable to buy the 
little bread and wine required for Holy Mass! Who can relieve 
such oppressing need? You, dear reader, can do so aided by St. 
Anthony, the father of the poor but he will not do it without you. 

Now, let me state the matter a little more clearly. Here on 
earth we must undergo many trials, bear much suffering and 
bitter tribulations. We are constantly in need of help from 
above. We shall require thousands of graces before we reach our 
heavenly home. In our countless needs, temporal and spiritual, 
we can obtain certain and effectual help through St. Anthony’s 
bread. In heaven, the power of St. Anthony, the wonder-worker, 
is almost unlimited. 

For instance, there is a good Christian mother whose heart 
is oppressed by a bitter sorrow. Perhaps her husband neglects 
his religious duties, or her eldest son intends to marry a non- 
Catholic, or some other grief weighs heavily upon her maternal 
heart. Heaven alone can help. To pray is commendable and 
necessary, but prayer should be supported by alms. Now, here 
is our advice. Give St. Anthony’s Bread for one month, or if 
you are wealthy, for a whole year, to a poor convent in suffering 
Germany. Ah! many convents beg us most piteously for bread. 
About two hundred forty dollars suffice to supply a poor Carmel- 
ite convent with bread for a whole year; twenty dollars for one 
month. 
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A Contract with St. Anthony 


For sometime we have encouraged our readers to give alms 
for the poor in honor of St. Anthony. We have hundreds of 
letters on file telling with what astonishing promptness the 
good Saint comes to the aid of those who confidently invoke 
him. The following are a few excerpts chosen at random from 
numberless letters: — 

A lady from Chicago writes:— ‘‘According to my promise I am sending 
you $5.00 for St. Anthony’s Bread. My daughter secured a position on the 
fourth day after I had promised bread for the poor. She had been out of work 
seven weeks. Thanks be to God for the power He has given to St. Anthony.’’ 

From Cleveland, a man writes:—“We are sending you...for St. Anthony's 
Bread which we promised if we could dispose of a piece of property. This land 
has been successfully sold in our favor. I also wish to tell you that our other 
favors, which we recommended to good St. Anthony, have been granted.” 


A faithful subscriber from Michigan says: — ‘‘Enclosed is money for St. 
Anthony’s Bread. If I could write down all the favors I have received from 
him, it would make a very big book!’’ 

A happy mother tells us: — “The doctors gave me very little encourage- 
ment for beirg cured, so I turned to St. Anthony, and have been improving 
ever since I am even able to be at my sewing machine again. In thanksgiving 
I am sending the enclosed offering for Holy Masses in honor of St. Anthony, 
and also alms for bread for the poor.” 


Three Conditions 


Thus in thousands of temporal and spiritual needs, St. 
Anthony desires to help, but whoever wishes to be helped by 
him should procure bread for his poor; much bread, if he has the 
means. Try it, dear reader, and you will see miracles, provided 
you fulfil the following conditions : — 


1st Zondition — That you ask nothing of St. Anthony which would 
be opposed to your eternal salvation. 

2nd Zondition — That you give according to your strength and 
means. He who is rich should give plentifully, should give even till it 
hurts, until it is really a sacrifice; as Lazarus, Mary and Martha did. 
They gave liberally, very liberally, and our Lord always accepted their 
alms with pleasure. He never said: ‘‘Dear children, that is too much; 
you must provide also for yourselves, etc.’’ 


Let us take for granted that a wealthy gentleman, advanced in 
years, is concerned about his eternal salvation, or perhaps is suffering 
from a painful malady. He longs for help and alleviation, for comfort 
from above.: Suppose this gentleman gives one hundred dollars for St. 
Anthony’s Bread and thinks, ‘‘That is a goodly sum!’’ But listen: This 
gentleman gave too little! He did not give according to his means! He 
could have given a thousand dollars just as well, and still not have felt 
it! He, on his part, wants something very important from St. Anthony, 
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therefore he should have given a proportionate alms. St. Anthony is 
very generous and charitable, and expects his clients to be the same. 
He who has much, let him give much; he who has little, let him give of 
the little for St. Anthony’s Bread, and St. Anthony will do his part. We 
must expect this of him with unwavering trust. 

3rd Condition -- Confidence. Many do not trust St. Anthony fully. 
They say: ‘‘Let him help first, then I will do something too; but first I 
must have help.’’ That is not as perfect as to give, and then rely con- 
fidently on St. Anthony. Therefore, be prudent; trust him; help ac- 
cording to your ability to supply these poor sisters and children with 
bread. By this you honor St. Anthony, and St. Anthony will stand 
good for everything. That is his unalterable custom. 


+ + + 
t t t 


A “Thought from Heaven’’ 


In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 to $2000.00. In 
Germany and Austria, a donation of $500.00 would be sufficient for the education 
of a youth to the priesthood. However, many people with the best will are unable 
to sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably be possible for them. Be 
consoled, for this amount would defray the expenses of a student of theology until 
his ordination. What a joy for the student, what a consolation for the bishop, 
when such a noble gift arrives! Others, again, can lay aside $50.00 or $60.00 a 
year. That suffices to defray the most ry exp of a student for one year. 

Whoever adopts a student may send us the offering and we will forward the 
donation to the diocesan bishop or to the director of the seminary who will apply 
it for the tuition of a worthy student. The bishop or director will write you him- 
self, and also the happy student. He will be in communication with you until he 
says his first Holy Mass. And be assured, the bond of charity will be drawn still 
more closely after his ordination. Then, dear reader you can say in truth: I have 
a priest in my family! Oh! believe me, this priest will be a most grateful son, a 
most dutiful brother; he will never cause you grief or anguish. On the contrary, 
he will be your joy and consolation, especially at the hour of death. 





Bitter Need is Felt 


The Most Rev. Ignatius Rieder, Archbishop of Salzburg, 
writes a heartrending letter, stating that without support he can 
no longer maintain the theological students of his seminary. 
“Through the charity of our generous American brethren,’ he 
writes, ‘““we have been spared the extremes, yes, many have been 
saved from starvation and death. We are touched by the pro- 
longed, ever-ready, never-weary help of these noble friends, and 
only by prayer can we repay such disinterested love. It was by 
this truly Christian charity alone that I was enabled to maintain 
my two seminaries and to supply my orphan asylums and con- 
vents with the bare necessaries of life. Never shall I forget 
my generous benefactors! 





erratic nt 
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“But alas! for almost a year these alms have ceased. One 
reason for this may be due to the reports that in Austria all is in 
order again. However, we are still bleeding from many wounds. 
It is appalling to see men going about in a fruitless search for 
work. The awful depreciation of money has affected convents 
and seminaries most keenly. They have been totally impoverished 
thereby and cannot continue to exist without support from abroad. 
Oh, that in future our poor Austria may not be forgotten! I will 
be grateful for every gift. May God touch many hearts with 
compassion !”’ 

Rev. and dear Father Lukas, Breslau, Dec. 12, 1924. 


The Divine Child, whose hand rested in benediction on the 
gifts of the Magi, will bountifully recompense your Christmas gift like- 
wise. This is my Memento at Holy Mass and in my visits to the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. The Mass intentions will be distributed today yet. 
Among the clergy there is much silent and hidden distress; also my 
Diaspora pastors in Pommern and Brandenburg, meet at times with sad 
accidents. Two of them who during the past few months used a motor- 
cycle to go to their distant mission stations met with fatal accidents. 
Several of my theology students died in consequence of sicknesses 
which they drew upon themselves by working in the coal mines during 
the summer to earn their tuition money for further study. These are 
youthful priestly victims who deserve our veneration but, at the same 
time, they are severe losses to my diocese. : 

I thank you, the good sisters and noble benefactors for all the charity 
and all the good you have bestowed upon us by your untiring co-opera- 
tion. For the New Year I send my heartfelt greetings and blessing to 
all our benefactors. It is the ‘“‘great, holy year,’’ the jubilee year, a 
year full of heavenly graces. Since disinterested charity is the best 
means to prepare the heart for grace, and since the good American 
Catholics have sent so many proofs of this disinterested charity into 
far countries, our prayers to obtain for them a heavenly recompense 
will certainly not remain unheard. 

In sincere respect I send you my greetings and blessing. 
Your faithfully devoted, >: A. Cardinal Bertram 


Venerable Mother Prioress, Abbey Emaus, Nov. 30, 1924. 

Pardon me if I appeal to you for aid. You have already done much 
for the poor Carmelite convents of our countries, and now I come to beg for 
one of these convents which is sorely in need of help. It is the Carmel of N... 
The poor nuns suffer spiritual as well as bodily need. For some months past 
they have had no chaplain. Although they are bound by strict enclosure, still 
they must, with the bishop's permission, go to the parish church. During 
the winter they are scantly clad and have no proper shoes. They are too poor 
to buy warm clothing. They gather fuel out in the woods, and try to earn a 
little to keep from starvation by sitting up late at night to do mending and 
plain sewing for factory laborers. They are obliged to go to a neighboring 
town one hour’s walk, when they go to confession. The prioress begs me to 
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send them one of our fathers but we are too few and have not enough priests. 
I am trying to find them a priest elsewhere and hope I shall succeed. These 
nuns have a very good spirit and bear their privations heroically. The Prior- 
ess, Mother Gabriela, is a niece of the famous pianist and composer, Liszt. 
She has been a Carmelite nun for thirty-five years. 

Please, dear Ven. Mother, help these poorest of the poor. Oh, how 
grateful these sisters will be! They will pray much for their benefactors, 
and God will reward the donors a hundredfold. With hearty good wishes 
for a blessed Christmas, I am, Yours in Christ, 


P. Ernest, O.S.B., Prior. 


Still Great Need in Germany and Austria 


Prelates, Superiors of religious houses and parish priests beg 
most piteously for Mass Intentions. In sending Mass stipends for 
their benefit we perform a twofold meritorions work: first we 
are instrumental in having the most sublime act of worship of- 
fered to God; secondly, by our charity we support the beloved 
ones of Christ. “If thou openest thy hand to the needy, Christ 
will open to thee the portal of heaven that thou mayest take pos- 
session of paradise” says St. Augustine. 

For seven years I have been pastor in an extremely poor parish. All the 
members live in dire poverty and earn their scanty bread with hard labor. Only 
amid the greatest sacrifices and privations have I been able to hold out. I considered 
myself bound to do so in order to save the souls of poor Catholics, and trusted to 
God’s help in better times. It is contrary to my principles to speak of my personal 
circumstances, but if by the disclosure of these circumstances, the preservation of 
my mission parish may be secured I will doso. ThoughI have been most economic, 
I have never, during the past seven years, received sufficient salary to cover the 
expenses of the bare necessaries of life. Only by means of alms given me by my 
relatives, could I provide for a meagre existence. The buying of a cassock and 
clothing according to my state, is out of the question. To my sister, who with un- 
selfish generosity has given her services as my housekeeper, I cannot give the least 
remuneration; on the contrary, she has even sacrificed all her savings for me. Gladly 
would I earn a little by extra labor, but it is impossible because the many duties of 
my extensive parish claim all my time. I must acknowledge that I have often 
entreated God with most fervent prayer to give me strength to keep up and to 
persevere. I am living in hopes that conditions may improve sometime. 
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FROM KANSAS: “The dear humble parishioners here enjoy your booklets 
so much. They are poor, busy in life and work very hard but given a chance to 
read these booklets gives them new thought, hope and energy to work on for love 
of the Sacred Heart.’’ 


Devotion to the Holy Ghost 
Explains devotion to the Holy Spirit. His gifts, His graces, His 
fruits, His operation in the Church and in souls. Many beauti- 
ful prayers. 10 cents each 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 


By simple explanations and interesting miracles it impresses the 
value and grandeur of Holy Mass. From New York: “‘I con- 
sider this booklet of more real value than numerous sermons.” 
Long Island: “‘I for one can say truthfully, that I have learned 
more of what Holy Mass really is from this booklet than I have 
gleaned from any other source.” 10 cents each 


In the Splendor of the Morning Sun 
Four ends of Holy Mass. Its excellence; it renders the greatest 
honor to God. From nuns: ‘We find it a most instructive 
book.” New York: “I cannot tell you how very wonderful I 
think it is. I shall endeavor to hear Mass daily for the rest of 
my life.” 10 cents each 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
Will help and encourage you to make use of the wonderful priv- 
ilege granted to our age. Explains by means of questions and 
answers the requisites for frequent Communion. Practical 
suggestions — Communion Mass. 5 cents each 


Most Consoling for the Human Heart 
Vol. Contains revelations which will fill your heart with great 
I confidence in the goodness and mercy of God, and show 
you the value of prayer and a holy intention. 1ocents each 


Vol. Will encourage you to receive the sacraments with joy, 

II _ strengthen you in trials and inspire you to bear them with 
patience and resignation. 10 cents each 

A nun: “I find these booklets true to their name.” From 

Michigan: ‘“They surely are a perfect fulfilment of the title.” 


Conformity to the Will of God 
A precious brochure which explains how God governs all things 
and directs all for our best; how we can attain true peace and 
happiness in this life and augment our merits for eternity. A 
friend: “‘It was like a message from heaven and has brought me 
such consolation. A thousand thanks for it.” 5 cents each 


Magnificence of the Love of God 
Explains in a simple way the inestimable value of acts of love 
and perfect contrition. Anun: “‘This little book fS a treasure and 
I would like to scatter it broadcast.” A priest: ‘It is an ex- 
cellent little book, very practical and useful.” 5 cents each 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Artistic Pictures — In Photo-tone 
Pictures will be blessed when remittance accompanies order. 
The Last Supper - - - Ig X 32 in. 
Ecce Homo - - - - 14X19 
The Holy Face - - - - 16 x 21 


Agony of Our Lord 14 X 22 
Mother Most Sorrowful 14 X 22 


Our Lady of the Sacred Heart - - 18 x 26 
Mother Most Amiable - - - 16 X 25 
Mother Most Admirable_ - - . 10X14 
St. Joseph in Glory - - - 18 x 24 
Death of St. Joseph - - - 15 X 22 
Angel Guardian - - - 10 x19 
St. Benedict - - - - II X13 
The Holy Espousals - - II X15 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XI - - 16 x 22 


Suitable for Enthronement 


Sacred Heart. of Jesus, full. figure . 18 x 28 in. $0.40 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust - 14x 18 -30 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust - - IIx 14 -17 


Sacred Heart of Jesus Pleading t With renewal 8 x 12 10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Reigning) of Consecration 8 x 12 .10 


Sacred Heart of Jesus Bleeding 8 x 12 in., rocts. 10 x 14 .20 


Sacred Heart of a c : , 14x 18 35 
Sacred Heart of Mary ompanion pictures 1, 18 35 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, Lover of Mankind 17 X 24 .50 
S. H. of Jesus, Lover of Mankind With Consecration 9 X 14 15 


t Companion pictures 


From Olivet. to Calvary 
Meditations on our Savior’s Passion; prayers. From Dakota: “Tt 
gave me a clearer understanding of the sufferings of our Lord, 
than any prayers or teachings ever did before.” 5 cents each 


Devotion to the Holy Face 
Contains meditations on the Sacred Countenance, and beautiful 
prayers. Promises in favor of those who venerate the Holy 
Face. 5 cents each 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 
(New and enlarged edition) 

Its most consoling and uplifting articles will cheer your sick friends. It 
contains Confession, Communion and Mass Devotions, and many beautiful 
prayers. From Kentucky: “It is wonderfully consoling. As I have been an 
invalid practically all my life, it has been a great comfort to me.” From Vir- 
ginia: “They are certainly words of consolation for the sick.” Cleveland: “I 
hope the poor sufferer to whom I wish to give this booklet will receive as much 
consolation as I did when I was ill.” 10 cents each 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





